Orsett Community Forum 
Playground Meeting 29th January 2009

Orsett Primary School

Present:

Graham Monk

David Kooyman
Joanne Cooper


Andrea Winterflood
Matt Jackson

Anj Gaywood


Cllr D Revell

The meeting recorded 38 attendees. 

   

  

The chair opened the meeting (19.45). The panel was introduced and two representatives from HAGS (the playground equipment company) were welcomed including Andrea Winterflood from the council (Horticulture dept.).

A brief history into the playground was presented and included: -


Previous consultation results

Funding availability (£1.2M for the borough – split into wards Orsett allocated £50k) 

Funding Milestones (10th Feb council meet to discuss applications)

£50k for the 8-13 age range + potential Veolia funding of £30k for the under 8 age range

The floor was then opened to questions and comments. Here are the major points that were made and feedback that was provided.  C = Comment / Q = Question / A = Answer

C) Residents were concerned about vandalism, drug dealing, broken bottles etc. once the playground was installed!


A) This was a concern we all accept, but should not prevent us form moving forward.

C) A spokesman for the cricket club suggested location A/B rather than A, as this reduces the risk of cricket balls entering the area defined location A.

Q) Were kids included in the consultation?

A) AW paid the school a visit and asked the kids numerous questions – feedback was obtained and given to HAGS. Various designs were on show at the meeting using the feedback provided.
Q) Was the size of the play area driven by what the kids wanted – as its very big!


A) The size of the play area was driven by available budget not what the kids hand picked.
Q) Road safety issues – proximity of playground to road?

A) The playground would be fenced off on three sides – mainly towards the road to prevent kids running into the road.
Q) Cricket safety issues - proximity of playground to wicket?

A) HAGS/Council reviewed ROSPA for associated incidents and very little evidence was found. It was suggested that cricket clubs could use temporary netting to prevent balls reaching near-by roads, playgrounds or houses. And prior to games taking place a risk assessments should be carried out as part of their duty of care to the neighbourhood.

Q) Why was the tennis courts not chosen as its away from the cricket ground?

A) The area attracted very few votes in the previous consultation (Nov 08). However, location can still be reviewed if the proposal of a combination of area’s A/B is rejected at the next forum meeting.
Q) Is the previous consultation outcome location changeable, (i.e. move from A to C)?

A) Potentially it could be changed. However, location C is a smaller area than A or B, will require planning permission and inherent delay likely. Location C will also require substantial groundwork. This will reduce the budget available for play equipment. See previous answer regarding alternatives that do not require planning permission. 

Q) Has the residents of school lane specifically been consulted?


A) Yes – each house was given a specific flyer inviting them to take part. 

Q) Has CCTV, lighting & site security been considered to prevent vandalism?

A) CCTV, lighting & security was not within the remit of the playground project, but could be considered (driven by community feedback) with further funding opportunities. 

Q) Timed automated gate systems to overcome key warden & associated costs?


A) AW to investigate potential if the area was to be fully secured.
Q) Could the residents be owners of the key – open/close local control?


A) Not a realistic option.
Q) Future maintenance schedules of the playground?

A) The play marshals will do weekly reviews of all Thurrock playgrounds and carry out maintenance as required.  This process could increase for the summer months. This is in addition to residents reporting ‘be smart’ type issues – graffiti, broken glass etc.

Q) Will the council consider funding a youth club for older kids in the Orsett area?

A) This issue should be taken up with your ward councillors.  All previous attempts over the last 18 months have not come to fruition for Orsett.


Q) Would a ball court on the rec be considered for the older kids?

A) This would require further funding – but has potential as Bulphan already has one installed on their recreation field.
The HAGS plans were on display were everyone was asked to make comment or review the designs.  If you wish to review these plans again please refer to the community forum website www.orsettcf.org.uk
Feedback and decisions will be made at the next community forum meeting.  The date will be advertised in the gazette, village notice board (pound lane bus stop), the bonners notice board, village shop, post office, orsett bb and the forum website.

The meeting was closed at 21.45
